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Castle of Comfort Report – 25 th November 2006 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report from Stuart Andrews  
 
During our initial tour of the building, it was very impressive to see Kevin 
Hynes correctly identify the areas: in both Rooms One and Four, where 
activity had been centred around on the previous visits. Very impressive and 
surely not due to chance as we know Kevin had purposefully not read any of 
our previous investigation reports before his first visit to the Castle of Comfort. 
 
One male guest reported being prodded in the back whilst we were making 
our way through the upstairs corridor. Strangely enough, he was probably the 
most sceptical in the group (his own words) and he was heard several times 
asking the rest of the group if anyone had poked him for a laugh. The answers 
all seemed very genuine to us! Other guests reported feeling presences 
during the meal and initial tour, one felt someone brush past them twice and 
another felt what they believed to be a small dog touching them. 
 
Room One – Mariner 
 
This room is best known to us from previous investigations as a hotspot for 
orbs or light anomalies. Again lots of orbs were caught on both camera and 
camcorder but there was not much else activity-wise to report. That said, 
guests did report seeing lights or orbs with the naked eye and shadows as 
well. A male presence was identified by a guest as standing by the four poster 
bed. One female guest heard a voice in this area, and two female guests also 
picked up on an old woman in this room.  
 
It was interesting to note how nearly all the guests commented on being 
drawn to the cupboard and sofa bed and how the sightings of orbs were 
largely reported around these areas. Without prompting or prior knowledge, it 
would seem that these areas were once again correctly identified as being the 
centre of the activity in this room. 
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Room Four – Italian 
  
Three presences were identified by most people in this room:  

·  One identified as being in the doorway to the en-suite (previously 
where the shower was located). 

·  Another at the foot of the bed. 
·  And the corner where the sink had previously been as well.  

So again without prior knowledge the findings were in line with the previous 
investigations. Cold spots were also felt and identified using thermometers 
and during a séance, a couple of us had the feeling of being pushed into the 
centre of the circle. 
 
At one point a stone was thrown across the room, and we also had control 
object movement. We are unable to suggest likely rational explanations for 
this physical activity. Just before entering this room and upon deploying the 
motion sensor in the upstairs corridor, this activated for no reason, it was 
facing the far end (fire exit) and this was where we heard the footsteps, which 
halted at the corner on our last visit. The motion sensor also activated in the 
reception hall when we reached the top of the stairs. When we had re-
positioned this on the bureau in the hall, as opposed to the floor, it failed to re-
activate. This does offer a possible explanation for the activation on both this 
night and our last visit; was it simply due to the door moving slightly in the 
wind?  
 
Later on in the night Becky Andrews spent a half hour lone vigil in here, which 
was largely uneventful until around 1.15am. She kept hearing indistinct 
voices, which she presumed was the group led by Stuart in Room One next 
door. This was not the case as Stuart and several of the group had been 
hearing muffled voices, so he came to check if Becky was also hearing them. 
At this time the hotel was empty and locked, Kevin’s group were in Room 
Nine and confirmed that they had not heard anything, but had been relatively 
quiet and certainly hadn’t been outside the room. The only possible 
explanation we can come up with for these muffled voices would be if the 
owners had been outside and talking, which seems really unlikely as the last 
of them had retired at 12.30am. 

An example of one of the many orbs 
caught on camera (also zoomed in), this is 
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the former shower area, which is now leads to the en-suite. A presence 
was identified here and very strange tingling sensations were also felt. 
 
 

Room Nine – Tintern 
 
There was a multitude of light anomalies caught on video in here; many 
moving in the direction of request and strange EMF readings were detected 
over the bed, with no apparent cause.  
 
Stuart carried out a lone vigil in this room later on in the night, although this 
was largely uneventful besides an uncomfortable feeling and a sense of relief 
when leaving. This was probably due to feeling isolated from the others, who 
were all in the main part of the hotel (Room Nine can now only be accessed 
from it’s own door from the Courtyard). Most of the guests commented on how 
negative or oppressive the atmosphere felt in this room at times, but the 
sceptic would perhaps argue that the above reasons as an explanation for 
this. 
 
Two males and one female were identified through dowsing, including a man 
who had been unlawfully murdered. Very similar findings to our first 
investigation here of a man who was executed for allegedly killing his wife, to 
which the guests were not aware of the detailed findings. The initials JOH 
were picked up at one point and the name Jonathan at another.  
 
 
Restaurant & Lounge 
 
Various sessions were held to finish off the night downstairs, but these were 
relatively uneventful. The occurrence of most interest was a repeat sound of 
muffled voices, again heard upstairs. One guest conducting a lone vigil 
reported hearing talk about selling a horse, which she found confusing as she 
had at first believed it to be Kevin and myself talking….which it definitely 
wasn’t as we were in separate areas at the time and all the team were 
accounted for. 
 
After the guests had departed and the equipment collected and largely 
packed away, Kevin and I stayed on for nearly an hour of extra vigils, hoping 
that perhaps by just the two of us being alone in the hotel, the level of activity 
might increase. Kevin did see a shadow move across the window in Room 
Two whilst we were outside, we were unable to recreate this by moving 
around in front of the outside light, so we hastily made our way back inside. 
Sadly despite spending time in Rooms One, Two, Four and Nine there was 
little else to report. A sign perhaps to depart to bed?  
 
That was how it was taken anyway! We made our way back detouring over 
the Quantock Hills, past Walford’s Gibbet and Dead Woman’s Ditch. Nothing 
unusual was experienced but it made a very interesting conclusion to the 
investigation; visiting the two areas most associated with the historical 
account known as the Quantock Tragedy…  
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The Quantock Tragedy  
 
John Walford was a charcoal burner, who was betrothed to the Miller’s 
daughter, Anne Rich. Unfortunately he succumbed to the attentions of another 
woman, Jane Thorney, the daughter of another charcoal burner. In the dead 
of night she would visit John to offer him comfort during the cold, dark nights 
and ultimately ending up expecting his child. John did the decent thing and 
married Jane, but their married life did not develop to be a happy one.  
 
 
 
 
 
The woods between 
Dead Woman’s Ditch  
and Walford’s Gibbet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the 5th of July 1789 on their way home from a heavy cider drinking session 
at The Castle of Comfort; he finally became tired of her continual taunts about 
losing his true love, and strangled her to death. He dumped her body in a pre 
historic ditch, hence the name ‘Dead Woman’s Ditch’ (the actual ditch is 
across the road and opposite the one surrounding the car park itself). His trial 
would seem to be a farce as it lasted three hours, he was then hung and 
placed in a cage and left hanging for a year at the spot now known as 
‘Walford’s Gibbet’. It is said that his final request was to speak to Ann and that 
as they leaned forward to kiss, she was pulled away and the cart drove on so 
that John was swinging before they could say goodbye…. 
 
It is very interesting that during our first investigation we picked up on a male 
who was (as he saw it) unlawfully executed for killing his wife, and one 
investigator reported a strange feeling in his throat in Room One. He had no 
previous knowledge of the above account; neither did our guests this night, 
who had also not seen the reports from the previous investigations. Yet an 
impression was gained during the second session in Room One that someone 
had be been hung or had their throat slit. Two other guests also separately 
reported a strange sensation in their throats whilst in Room One... 
 
 
Report by Kevin Hynes.  
 
Session 1 Team B:  
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Room 1: 22.15hrs 
 
Dowsing Results: Through the art of psychic dowsing with rods; various 
guests in the team picked up the following information. 
 
Female guest 1 dowsed and detected a total of four spirit presences, which 
consisted of 3 Female and 1 Male. 
One presence picked up by the four-poster bed.  
One presence situated between the television and bedroom main door. 
 
Female guest 2 dowsed and picked up on four presences also. 
One presence detected next to four-poster bed. 
One presence picked up by the large wardrobe.  
Another presence picked up also in the direction of the sofa bed. 
Also one presence picked up next to the main door to the room.  
 
Male presence by wardrobe gave the name John F… 
Also asked through dowsing was whether or not there had ever been a fire 
here, to which the rods replied yes. The reason why this question was asked 
was because most of the team could smell burning; this only lasted for a few 
moments! 
 
I dowsed and came up with the same number of presences which all seemed 
to be in the same positions that the two guest had previously picked.  
 
 
Temperature: Overall temperature in this room ranged from 19.7 °c – 22.0°c. 
 
EMF Readings: A reading of 0.1 was picked up in the bathroom area, also 
very high readings next to the main door to the bedroom although this was 
down to electrical interference. 
 
Photography and filming: A large number of anomalies were captured on 
digital still camera, especially around the bed next to one of our female 
guest’s whilst she carried out dowsing, also in the direction of the large 
wardrobe.    
 
Other points to note: Also one female guest stated that she had been 
touched around her throat whilst she was on the sofa bed and also that her 
knee had been touched. 
A shadow was also seen by a guest next to the four-poster bed during a lights 
out darkness vigil.   
The group detected a burning smell on a number of occasions. 
There was also a large amount of equipment failure and battery drainage 
during time spent in this room.  
 
 
Session 2 Team A: 
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Room 9:  
 
 
Dowsing Results: 3 presences picked up, 2 males and 1 female. 
 
Male presence 1:  Located at the bottom of the double bed, he was aged 38 
when he passed. He is grounded here but is happy. 
  
Male presence 2:  Located in far corner of bedroom next to bedside alarm 
clock this was also the area in which the temperature dropped to 14.7°c. 
He passed in 1732 aged 27, he had been hung and stated that his death had 
not been lawful. He is grounded and feels he has unfinished business. 
This presence was also aware of the other male presence within this room. 
 
Female presence: Located between the two chairs in front of main bedroom 
window. She passed in 1613 aged 31 from TB (tuberculosis). 
 
Temperature: Overall temperature ranged from 14.7°c to 22.2°c. 
Lowest reading picked up in far corner of room next to the bedside alarm 
clock.    
 
EMF Readings: High readings picked up next to the digital alarm clock also 
around the ceiling area at the end of the bed, although I personally feel that 
both readings were caused by electrical sources. 
  
Photography and filming: A number of anomalies were captured on both 
night vision and digital still cameras. These occurred mainly within timing of 
calling out for a sign! 
 
Other points to note: Both a female guest and myself experienced cold 
drafts around us also very strong tingling sensations whilst we held a 
darkness vigil. The female guest also stated that something touched her arm.  
 
 
Session 3 Team B:   
 
 
Room 9: 01.10hrs 
 
Dowsing Results: Even though I had spent the last session in this room, I did 
not tell this group what had previously been picked up!   
During this session the following was picked up from the whole group. 
  
Male presence picked up once again at the end of the bed. 
Two child presences were picked up, one male and one female. 
A female guest situated in the area of the digital alarm clock picked up a 
negative presence. 
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A female guest kept getting the word cut throat whilst she carried out dowsing, 
she also stated that her legs felt very heavy and thought she may be picking 
up from a passed presence. 
The group continued dowsing and also revealed that someone was once 
murdered and stabbed in this area. 
 
Temperature: Temperature reading 13.5°c next to digital clock and the 
remaining room read 22°c. 
 
EMF Readings: Nothing to note. 
 
Photography and filming: No anomalies captured in this area.  
 
Other points to note: Glass divination was carried out with no results. 
 
 
Free time: 
 
Room 4:  
 
A session was carried out in room 4 with two males and one female being 
picked up through dowsing. Time was spent with lights out in this room and 
various individuals called out for the presences to give a positive sign. 
Unfortunately very little occurred. 
 
Restaurant area: 
 
A séance was carried out using glass divination. During this period, the group 
had some positive results with significant movement of the glass in response 
to various questions. During this time the group was contacted by a young 
female presence. 
A male presence also made himself known to the group whilst we continued 
glass divination. 
 
A number of individuals commented also on feeling cold breezes across their 
hands and what can only be described as tingling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional Report from Paranormal Research Organisa tion Investigator, 
Maria Hill. 
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On arrival at Castle Comfort, whilst sitting in the lounge, I picked up on a 
female presence who was standing next to the bar. I used my dowsing rods 
and got the name ‘Georgina Nunn’ and the age ‘29’. I got the information that 
she had worked there in the past.  
 
Whilst being shown around the upstairs of the building I felt a male presence 
standing next to the wardrobe in the corner of bedroom 1. As I walked 
towards the bathroom in the same room, something brushed past me. I also 
felt as if someone walked past me in the corridor.  
 
As we were eating our meal, I felt a male presence standing to my left. He 
appeared to walk behind me around the table (I’m sure he was after my 
chocolate torte!). I also felt the presence, of what appeared to be, a small dog. 
Becky also felt something brush past her leg as I witnessed it (I had not 
mentioned my feelings to her at this stage!).  
Also while we were eating I felt a female presence standing in the hallway 
looking into the dining room.  
 
Bedroom 1  
I dowsed in this room and picked up on 4 presences – 3 females and 1 male. I 
picked up the information that the male had been in his 30’s and had died in 
the building. Whilst dowsing (next to the four poster bed) I felt as if someone 
was standing behind me the whole time. My left hand went ‘tingly’ and this 
feeling then travelled up my arm and my back started to ache. I was told that I 
had ‘orbs’ around me at the time.  
In various places around the room I felt as if my hair was being pulled.  
I also saw a shadow move down the side of the 4- poster bed. I couldn’t rule 
out lights from cars, but there didn’t appear to be any cars going past at the 
time.  
 
Room 4   
I dowsed in this room and picked up 3 presences – 1 male and 2 females. 
The female was grounded there.  
I felt particularly cold in this room (even though the heating was on), 
especially when I sat in the chair next to the door. We switched the lights off 
and sat in various places around the room/s – at one point we heard a noise 
and when we investigated, a small stone appeared to have been thrown 
across the room from the right hand corner (as you look at the main door) to 
the left hand corner. It looked as though it had hit the cupboard door and 
come to rest on the floor in front of it. There was no explanation for this as no 
one had been anywhere near the area at the time!!  
 
We decided to stand in a circle and call out to any presences in the room. I 
was standing nearest the door and felt like I was being pushed into the circle. 
At one point I struggled to stay standing!!  
We moved around to see if it happened to anyone else, and Stuart also got 
the same feelings. At one point my arm felt really heavy and I totally lost the 
feeling in it from my elbow downwards.  
 
I also felt as if someone was watching us from the archway in the main room.   
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Room 9 
My first impression in this room was that a male presence was in there. It was 
quite a negative feeling. I felt that he was over the age of 50.  I also picked up 
the name ‘Jonathon’. 
 
There was the presence of a female and possibly 2 children, but I was unable 
to get any further information.  
 
I didn’t feel comfortable in that room at all. At one point, while sitting in the 
corner, I thought I heard someone say ‘Hello’. 
 
We tried glass divination in this room, but nothing at all happened.  
 
 
Dining Area 
We tried glass divination in this room and picked up on a little girl who was 
there with her mum and dad. She seemed happy about talking to us, but was 
not happy in general. She had died of a disease (from what I can remember!). 
At one point (shortly after we had been asking if she had a favourite toy!) I 
saw a red ball travel across the floor from the bar door to the centre of the 
hallway. To be honest it really made me jump!! I was a little freaked by this!! 
When I looked back it had gone. Also whilst taking part in this I saw two 
separate ‘flashes’ on the curtain in the second dining area. It looked like a 
camera flash but no-one had taken any pictures at that time.  
 
We also tried table tipping, but apart from some very slight movements that 
not everyone felt, we didn’t get anything.  
 
 
Hallway  
I dowsed in this area and picked up on a male and female presence. The 
female walked across the hall and out to the bottom of the stairs.  
Kevin dowsed in this area and I think he also picked up on a male and female 
presence thought the male was not aware that he had ‘passed over’. I did not 
feel it was right to continue dowsing in this area.  
 
 
All in all a very good night! I will try and come along to another night at Castle 
Comfort – and we will bring some friends next time! Everyone’s disappointed 
at missing out on a good night!  
 
 


