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At Land’s End

Some of you will know that Land’s End is more than just a location boasting
the beginning (or end) of England. It also houses more of a sinister reputation!
Pirates, Smugglers, Wreckers, Phantom Ships, and appatritions of a past long
since gone, are just some of the tales that Land’s End and surrounding towns
hold claim to.

In January 2006 we were privileged to be part of an investigation at Land’s
End with the Paranormal Research Organisation (UK). A few weeks after they
submitted their report to Land’s End, we were amazed to hear from the
manager himself that what had been picked up on that night was very
uncannily accurate indeed. Dowsing results gathered on that cold windy night
were apparently spot on and the accuracy, including the correct finding of
names of people from the past and information about areas where events had
occurred in history, were apparently very accurate indeed!!!

Will says that when the manager started to tell him afterwards about the
previously reported accounts of what had happened at the hotel and its
history (something we had no prior knowledge of); the look on his face was a
look of utter astonishment.

As a result of this success Land’s End
asked Haunting Experiences to carry out
some ghost walks at the complex, based on
the findings and the paranormal history,
throughout the month of August, 2006

The walks themselves produced a few
interesting experiences for some of our
guests, the main phenomenon seeming to
be repeated unexplained lights seen with




the naked eye. People described these as if they were drifting along the
atmospheric grounds of Land’s End.

On one such night the lightning storms out at sea provided an ideal setting for
those who joined us in darkness to hear about ghosts and Cornish folklore.

This most westerly point holds claims to many strange sightings, myths and
legends... some a little hard to believe... some very believable! Indeed this
area has a genuine beauty, intrigue and a sinister setting, for us one of our
favourite areas in Cornwall. We can only urge you if you're in the area you
must visit and don’t forget the surrounding towns of Sennen, Porthcurno, etc.
You will not be disappointed with the atmosphere that oozes from Lands End
and its neighbouring towns.

Following the success of the Ghost Walks, we were invited to carry out a
special preliminary investigation at the ‘Devil’'s House’ also known as ‘Hallam
Vean'. This easily missed building is located away from the main complex at
Land’'s End, just by the entrance booth to the main car park. We say easily
missed, because although we have all passed it at least a dozen times we
hadn’t really noticed it or paid any attention to it.

Rumoured to have been built in the 1920’s as a Hotel for conducting séances,

this building is now only used for storage and it is reported to us that the staff

won’t go in unless there is a group of them! We were certainly hard pressed to

find anyone to accompany us for the night other than Brian, the estates guy

whose workshop is in the extension attached. We had very little detail of what

has happened here, other than being advised that “You won’t catch me in
Hallam Vean, | know what has
happened in there!”

During our initial tour of the
building we did manage to identify
the main areas in which activity
had been previously reported.
The most striking thing about this
location is how quiet it is, there
isn’t a sound, no rattling windows
in the wind, no settlement noises.
Unusual for an old building in an
exposed location and it certainly
set the scene very well.

Unfortunately we just did not have
enough time on the night to fully explore this intriguing building, this was partly
due to the small team (which included Kevin Hynes the latest member of the
team), having to split our time between here and The First & Last Inn, just up
the road.

We had been requested to take another look around here as the newly
appointed management couple had left in the middle of their first night, the



weekend before (as widely reported in the media)! We learnt that a séance
had been held in the bar and that numerous phenomenon had been
experienced both during and after, this included a reported 15 sightings! The
couple who left have since evaded contact with Lands End so we were unable
to interview them or gain any further details. We did however speak to several
of the staff who were present and their own opinions were a little mixed, we
couldn’t help but come away thinking that this was all, at least in part due to
the nervous disposition and perhaps over active imagination of a couple in
strange surroundings. That said it doesn’t fully explain all of the accounts,
which were reported to us, and from the PRO investigation and our own on
this night, there is definitely something amiss at The First & Last.

Our findings were again, in line
wiith the PRO report, including
the orb shown here in the same
area of the lounge as many were
during the initial investigation.
The Lounge did have a strange
feeling to it, almost uncomfortable
and interestingly we picked up on
high EMF readings almost
following the exact position of the
two sofas in this room. Could
these strange feelings be caused
by electrics running below,
creating these EMF readings?

We then returned to Hallam Vean and were surprised to find that the building
felt much calmer now, the opposite of what we were expecting as we were by
now without a guide and it was the middle of the night. Stuart's camera, which
had refused to work when we first arrived despite numerous battery changes,
was now behaving normally. Sadly we did not capture anything unusual within
Hallam Vean itself, although some very interesting orbs were picked up on
night vision during a séance that we held in the room, which Brian had
advised us was the room, he personally disliked the most. We roamed the
majority of the building conducting dowsing and darkness vigils, often
performing séances in the hope this would encourage activity given the
building’s original purpose. These produced little, but we were left wondering
were the spirits choosing not to show themselves on this occasion? At times it
certainly felt as if something was building, but couldn’t quite manifest itself to
us.

There were three main events of significance (besides the orbs on camcorder
near the end of the night). The first occurred within a few minutes of our
return; a prank was played by one of us, giving the others a startle by jumping
out from concealment (something we would never do on a normal
investigation or event!). The joke was on him however, as the motion sensor
went off at the exact same time, in the hallway, which was separated from us
by two closed doors. There was nobody else in the building and we were quite



unable to recreate any movement or triggering of the motion sensor. We joked
that we had scared the ghosts away...the level of activity never picked up
from here, so had we in fact offended somebody or something?

The next phenomenon of note, actually only happened to Stuart, and although
we can't say that it doesn’t have a natural explanation it is one of the weirdest
things Stuart has ever experienced. He clearly heard the sound of a dog
barking outside during a quiet vigil, and was very surprised to discover that no
one else heard it all when he asked: “Please tell me I'm not hearing things
and that you all heard that dog bark?” This seemed very unusual as he has
not reported anything similar before or since, and that the rest of the team
were all much closer to the only window in the room. Finally following an
unsuccessful glass divination experiment held in a room opposite this room
(and the corridor the motion sensor was activated); all four of us heard to our
left an unexplainable knock, as if the glass was being banged on the shelving.
The lights were on at the time and the glass was clearly visible on a chair in
between us all...very interesting indeed! Perhaps the Devil’'s House did live up
to it's name after all?

Haunting Experiences will be holding more ghost wal ks at Land’s End in
2007, register your interest NOW to be amongst the  first to receive
details and dates of these.....if you dare!



